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Broken Sound Club BEE Smart™ DIGEST: BY THE NUMBERS 
(Content Compiled From Various Sources) 

• Honey bees contribute over $14 billion to the value of U.S. crop production. 
http://www.abfnet.org/?page=14  
 

• About one mouthful in three in our diet directly or indirectly benefits from honey bee 

pollination. http://www.ars.usda.gov/News/docs.htm?docid=15572#public 
 

• Bees pollinate about one-sixth of the world's flowering plant species and some 

400 of its agricultural plants. (http://www.new-ag.info/00-

5/focuson/focuson8.html) 

 

• Many of the country’s crops would not exist without the honey bee at bloom 
time. http://www.abfnet.org/?page=14 
 

• Because bees are dying at a rapid rate (42 percent of bee colonies collapsed in 
the United States alone in 2015), our food supply is at serious 

risk.  https://www.nrdc.org/stories/buzz-about-colony-collapse-

disorder?gclid=CJbms6Dcsc4CFVcvgQodVyMC7A  
 

• Some crops, including blueberries and cherries, are 90-percent dependent on 
honey bee pollination; one crop, almonds, depends entirely on the honey bee 

for pollination at bloom time. http://www.abfnet.org/?page=14 

 

• Each year American farmers and growers continue to feed more people using 

less land. Honey bees are very much a part of this modern agricultural success 

story. It’s estimated that there are about 2.4 million colonies in the U.S. today, 
two-thirds of which travel the country each year pollinating crops and producing 

honey and beeswax. http://www.abfnet.org/?page=14 
 

• More than one million colonies are used each year in California alone just to 
pollinate the state’s almond crop! http://www.abfnet.org/?page=14 
 

• With some 180,000 acres of apples, 43,000 acres of pears, and more than 30,000 
acres of pears in Washington and Oregon, about 380,000 bee colonies are 
required to pollinate cherry, pear, and apple orchards. 

http://beesource.com/point-of-view/joe-traynor/california-almonds-keep-down-

pollination-fees/ 
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• Growing 80 percent of the globe's almonds in California doesn't just require massive 

amounts of water. It also takes a whole bunch of honeybees for pollination—roughly 
two hives' worth for every acre of almonds trees, around 1.7 million hives 
altogether. That's something like 85 percent of all available commercial hives in the 
United States, Gene Brandi, a California beekeeper who serves as vice president of 

the American Beekeeping Federation, recently told NPR. 

http://www.motherjones.com/tom-philpott/2015/05/almonds-now-require-85-

percent-us-beehives  

 

• In the United States alone, there are more than 300 unique types of honey 
produced, each originating from a different floral source (i.e. Clover, Eucalyptus and 

Orange Blossoms).  http://www.honey.com/honey-at-home/learn-about-

honey/how-honey-is-made 

 

• On average, a hive will produce about 80 pounds of surplus honey each year. 

http://www.honey.com/honey-at-home/learn-about-honey/how-honey-is-

made 

• The population of a healthy hive in mid-summer can average between 40,000 
and 80,000 bees. http://www.honey.com/honey-at-home/learn-about-

honey/honey-bees-and-pollination/ 

 

• A good queen of quality stock, well reared with good nutrition and well mated, 

can lay up to 3,000 eggs per day during the spring build-up and live for two or 
more years. http://www.honey.com/honey-at-home/learn-about-honey/honey-

bees-and-pollination/ 

 

• The Queen Bee will emerge from her cell to mate in flight with approximately 13-18 
drone (male) bees. During this mating, she receives several million sperm cells, 
which last her entire life span (from two to five years). 
http://www.honey.com/honey-at-home/learn-about-honey/honey-bees-and-

pollination/  
 

• The life expectancy of a drone [male bee] is about 90 days. 
http://www.honey.com/honey-at-home/learn-about-honey 

• Honey is made by bees in one of the world’s most efficient facilities, the 

beehive.  The 60,000 or so bees in a beehive may collectively travel as much as 
55,000 miles and visit more than two million flowers to gather enough nectar to 

make just a pound of honey! http://www.honey.com/honey-at-home/learn-

about-honey 

 

• Bees can fly up to fifteen miles an hour. http://www.think-differently-about-

sheep.com/Bee%20Facts.htm  

 

(more) 
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• During a typical collection trip a honey bee visits 50 to 100 flowers. 
http://www.think-differently-about-sheep.com/Bee%20Facts.htm 

 

• To produce one ounce of honey, bees travel an average of 1,600 round trips of 
up to 6 miles per trip. Bees travel a distance equal to 4 times around the earth in 
order to produce just 2 pounds of honey. http://www.think-differently-about-

sheep.com/Bee%20Facts.htm 

 

• In just one day a productive hive of usually 60,000 bees can produce and store 
about two pounds of honey. http://www.think-differently-about-

sheep.com/Bee%20Facts.htm 

 

• There are nearly 20,000 known species of bees, the most familiar being the bumble 

bee and the honey bee. There are 4,000 indigenous species In the USA. 

http://www.think-differently-about-sheep.com/Bee%20Facts.htm 

 

• Cave paintings found in Spain dating back 8,000 years depict scenes of people 

collecting honey. http://www.think-differently-about-sheep.com/Bee%20Facts.htm 

 
• Bee Facts About Anatomy (http://www.buzzaboutbees.net/bee-facts.html) 

o Bees have different tongue lengths, depending on the species. 
o Bees have five eyes – three simple eyes on top of the head, and two compound 

eyes, with numerous hexagonal facets. 
o Bees are trichromatic – just like humans. However, humans base their colour 

vision on the colours red, green and blue, where as bees base their colour 

vision on blue, green and UV. Bees cannot see red, but visit red flowers 

because they are able to see the UV markings on the petals. 
o All bees have two pairs of wings (as do wasps).  

 
• Bee Facts About Evolution (http://www.buzzaboutbees.net/bee-facts.html) 

o It is believed that bees first appeared about 130 million years ago,  
along with the first flowering plants (angiosperms). 

o The earliest known fossil bee is of Trigona prisca(Meliponinae), found in amber 

dating from 74 to 94 million years ago. 
o Bees are believed to have evolved from wasps. 

 
• Bee Facts About The Largest And The Smallest 

(http://www.buzzaboutbees.net/bee-facts.html) 
o The largest bee in the world is reputed to beMegachile pluto, a leafcutter  

bee whose: 
� females can attain a length of 39 mm (1.5") 
� males only grow to about 23 mm (0.9") long. 

o The smallest bee in the world is believed to beTrigona minima, a stingless bee 
whose workers are about 2.1 mm (5/64") 
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